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Abstract:

EuroHEAT, a project co-funded by the European Commission Directorate-General for Health and
Consumers, aimed to improve public health responses to weather extremes and to heat-waves in particular.
Climate change is projected to lead to an increase in the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events,
including heat-waves. In the European cities analysed in the EuroHEAT project, the estimated excess
mortality ranged from 7.6 percent to 33.6 percent during heat-wave episodes. Long and intense heat-waves
have the most severe health effects. There is growing evidence from EuroHEAT that the effects of
heat-wave days on mortality are greater, particularly among the elderly, when levels of ozone or particulate
matter are high. A wide range of chronic diseases and medical treatments, social isolation and some types
of occupation increase the risk of heat stress in individuals. In European cities, the elderly suffer the greatest
effects of heat-waves. Across Europe, housing and socioeconomic conditions showed varying influence on
the impacts of heat on health. On the basis of the results generated by the EuroHEAT project, two tools for
public health interventions were developed: the web-based climate information support tool and the
guidance for heat—health action plans. This document summarizes the overall project results.

Source: http://www.euro.who.int/ _data/assets/pdf file/0010/95914/E92474.pdf?ua=1

Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: X

audience to whom the resource is directed
Policymaker

Early Warning System: ™

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health
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A focus of content

Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Temperature

Temperature: Extreme Heat

Geographic Feature: @

resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Non-United States

Non-United States: Europe

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Injury

Intervention: X

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern: &

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status, Workers

Resource Type: @

format or standard characteristic of resource

Research Article, Research Article, Review

Timescale: &

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &
resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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